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ACT I
 

Scene 1 - Intro. Street 
scene
 

Lights down. Narrator VO.
 

NARRATOR
 

(VO)
 

ONCE UPON A TIME...
 

Spot on Narrator
 

NARRATOR
 

But really, that's a bit presumptuous isn't it? Cos 
if we were telling a Fairy Tale from Africa, I might 
start by saying:
 A story, a story, let it come, let it go!
 
And if I was Russian, I might say:
 In a certain realm, in a certain land..
 
Or maybe in Korea:
 Long, long ago, when plants and animals talked.
 
But really, all you need to know is that this 
probably didn't happen, but it'll be a great story 
anyway. So...
 
Not that long ago, not that far away
 

Lights up on a street scene. West Side Story? 
Kids hanging around on street corner. JAMES 
walks with some others past.
 

DEAN
 

Hey, Little Red Riding Hood, watch out for the Big 
Bad Wolf!
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JAMES
 

What are you going on about, idiot?
 

DEAN
 

Your Granny's waiting, Little Red, better skip off 
down the path!
 

LUCA
 

What big eyes he has!
 

His friends laugh. JAMES and his mates stop.
 

JAMES
 

Have you guys lost your mind? What are you going on 
about?
 

DEAN
 

The hoodie, mate. You're Little Red Riding Hood, 
going to see her Granny. 
 

LUCA
 

You got your basket of goodies on ya? Can we have 
some?
 

JAMES
 

You're insane. I have no idea what you're talking 
about. Who the hell is Little Red Riding Hood?
 

DEAN
Oh my God. Were you dropped on your head as a kid? 
How can you not know Little Red Riding Hood? 
Everybody knows that story. It's one of the most 
famous stories in the world!
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JAMES
 

In the world, eh? How many people do you think are 
telling the story of Little Red Riding whatever in 
China? Or Africa? I bet you have no idea who the 
Monkey King is though, do ya?
 

DEAN
 

Who cares about the Monkey King? Did Shrek have a 
Monkey King?
 

DAN
 

Did Miyazaki's last film have Winnie the Pooh in it?
 

DEAN
 

You know Winnie the Pooh isn't a fairy tale, right?
 

JAMES
 

Oh, who cares? The point is, I wasn't brought up 
with your stupid fairy tales. Ours were much better. 
Like Lon Po Po.
 

DAN
 

Or Momo Taro.
 

VINDA
 

And the Ramayana. You can't beat a story that goes 
for 24  hours! Way better than... than... Robin 
Hood!
 

LUCA
 

ROBIN HOOD IS NOT A FAIRY TALE!
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JAMES
 

You're a fairy tale! Our stories, with or without 
fairies, are better than anything you listened to as 
a kid.
 

DEAN
 

Wanna bet?
 

JAMES
 

You're on!
 

Random yelling and pushing. Yelling fairy tale 
names. huffing and puffing. Then by accident, 
Dean whacks James in the face. There is sudden, 
dead silence. 
 

JAMES
 

You did NOT just do that.
 

In the background, Cailean starts Kung Fu 
Fighting:
 

CAILEAN
 

whoa ho ho hoooooo.
 

DEAN
 

I didn't mean to...
 

CAILEAN
  

whoa ho ho hoooooo.
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LUCA
 

Yeah, he did, get them! They think Winnie the Pooh 
is a fairy tale!
 

And the year 7s come on, in time for the song 
to start. There is much Kung Fu Fighting

Everybody was kung-fu fighting
Those cats were fast as lightning
In fact it was a little bit frightning
But they fought with expert timing

They were funky China men from funky Chinatown
They were chopping them up and they were chopping them 
down
It's an ancient Chineese art and everybody knew their 
part
From a feint into a slip, and kicking from the hip

Everybody was kung-fu fighting
Those cats were fast as lightning
In fact it was a little bit frightning
But they fought with expert timing

There was funky Jimmy Tran and little Danny Swann
They said here comes the big boss, lets get it on
We took a bow and made a stand, started swinging with the 
hand
The sudden motion made me skip now we're into a brand new 
trip

Everybody was kung-fu fighting
Those cats were fast as lightning
In fact it was a little bit frightning
But they did it with expert timing

(repeat)..make sure you have expert timing
Kung-fu fighting, had to be fast as lightning
 

 End of song
: 

JAMES
 

Wait! This is stupid. There's one easy way to decide 
whose stories are better. Reality Television.
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DEAN
 

What, like So you think you can Tale? 
 

DARCY
 

Pimp my Princess Bride!
 

VINDA
 

Um, The Hex Factor.
 

BERNARD
 

The Biggest Yarner!
 

JASON
 

Myth Busters!
 

HARRISON
 

Fairyland's Got Talent!
 

JAMES
 

Yeah, like that. Best story wins. 
 

DEAN
 

Right then. Narrator?
 

Narrator steps out onto the stage in shiny 
white suit and carrying big microphone.
 

NARRATOR
 

It is tiiiimmeeee. For HIIIIIT orrrr MYTH!
 
Five contenders. Five stories. Let the audience 
decide! Who is up first?
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JAMES
 

I've got one that will knock your socks off. There 
are gods, there's a dragon, a mighty battle. 
Everything! I give you: Monkey versus the Dragon!
 

Lights down, exit everyone. Change scene to 
Monkey versus the Dragon. While Narrator 
Speaks.
 

Scene 2 - Monkey vs. the 
Dragon
 

Stage black. Spot on Narrator
 

NARRATOR
 

The story of Monkey is also the story of how 
Buddhism was brought to China. Xuang Zang was a monk 
who traveled to India to bring the Buddhist 
scriptures back to China and translate them into 
Chinese. When he came back he wrote about his 
adventures. However, many tales were taught about 
him as well, the most popular being Journey to the 
West, known in English as Monkey.
 
The Monkey King was born of stone. He learned Kung 
Fu and the ability to change forms. He became so 
powerful that he challenged The Great Jade Emperor - 
ruler of heaven. After many battles and with the 
help of Buddha, Monkey was trapped under a great 
mountain. 
 
As we come into this story, Monkey has been under 
the mountain for 500 years! That's a LONG time to go 
without picking your nose.
 

Exit Narrator. Musical intro as monkeys troop 
in. Lights up on:
 

On stage is a massive mountain, with MONKEY 
trapped underneath. Beside him is a bored 
looking monkey acolyte. Other monkeys lounge 
about, picking nits and eating bananas.
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MONKEY
 

... a worm?
 

ACOLYTE
 

No, great one.
 

MONKEY
 

A rainbow?
 

ACOLYTE
 

Sorry great one. Plus, that starts with an R.
 

MONKEY
 

Um, a waterfall?
 

ACOLYTE
 

Yes! Well done, sire!
 

MONKEY
 

I'd clap, but, well, you know... Anyway. My turn. I 
spy, with my little eye, something beginning 
wiiiiith... M
 

ACOLYTE
 

(looking around in mock thought)
 

Could it be.... a mountain?
 

MONKEY
 

You're not even trying any more, are you?
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ACOLYTE
 

I am sorry, sire. Maybe if you thought of something 
other than the mountain...?
 

MONKEY
 

If you were trapped under a mountain, would you be 
thinking of something else? Entertain me!
 

ACOLYTE
 

(singing)
 

Aint no mountain high enough...
 

MONKEY
 

I WILL smite you!
 

ACOLYTE
 

Sorry, sire.
 

Acolyte claps his hands, year 7 monkeys come 
running out. Short performance of Hey hey we're 
the Monkees, 

Here we come, walkin'
Down the street.
We get the funniest looks from
Every one we meet.
Hey, hey, we're the Monkees
And people say we monkey around.
But we're too busy singing
To put anybody down.

Stopped by: 

Xuan Zang riding in on his horse. 

XUAN ZANG
 

Excuse me. Are you Wu-Kang, the Monkey King?
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MONKEY
 

No. I'm actually a pink grapefruit. How many Monkey 
Kings trapped under mountains are there?
 

XUAN ZANG
 

Good point. Monkey, I have an offer you can't 
refuse.
 

MONKEY
 

Wanna bet?
 

XUAN ZANG
 

I am on a pilgrimage. I travel to India to bring 
back the Buddhist scriptures.
 

MONKEY
 

Good for you.
 

XUAN ZANG
 

I need a guide. You would be my disciple and my 
guard.
 

ACOLYTE
 

Oh, that does sound like fun! Our great king 
following you around like a servant. I'm sure the 
Great Sage would jump at the chance. Except he's a 
little busy right now... BEING TRAPPED UNDER A 
MOUNTAIN!
 

XUAN ZANG
 

I can help with that. If you choose to help me and 
follow me, I am allowed to free you. What do you 
say?
 



11.

MONKEY
 

I say, what are we waiting for, Master?
 

XUAN ZANG
 

It will be dangerous. There will be fighting and 
many perils. You must promise me you will follow me 
and do my bidding.
 

MONKEY
 

Fighting? You should have said that earlier. Of 
course I promise. I'll do whatever you say!
 

XUAN ZANG
 

Very well. The promise is bound with this sutra.
 

(he brings a headband out of his 
robe)
 

And now, I should let you free so we can begin our 
journey.
 

Xuan Zang performs a sutra to free Monkey. 
Monkey stretches, does a couple of bounces, and 
then...
 

MONKEY
 

So long, suckah!
 

(runs off)
 

Xuan Zang holds up his hand and Monkey stops, 
rigid. He twists his finger and Monkey grabs at 
his head, yelling.
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XUAN ZANG
 

I am sorry, Monkey. If you will not stay with me 
willingly, I shall need to persuade you. After all, 
you promised.
 

MONKEY
 

Make it stop! Argh! It hurts!
 

Xuan Zang puts down his hand. Monkey recovers.
 

MONKEY
 

Very well. I won't run off again. Let's get this 
circus on the road.
 

(to the Acolyte)
 

You there, fetch my subjects to say goodbye! I have 
a feeling this will be a long trip.
 

XUAN ZANG
 

You have no idea!
 

Song:  See The World. 

Day to day
Where do you want to be?
'Cos now you're trying to pick a fight
With everyone you need

You seem like a soldier
Who's lost his composure
You're wounded and playing a waiting game
In no-man's land no-one's to blame

See the world
Find the Buddha's holy scrolls.
And when all's been said and done
It's the things that are given, not won
Are the things that you earned

Empty handed, surrounded by a senseless scene
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With nothing of significance
Besides a shadow of a dream
You sound like an old joke
You're worn out, a bit broken
Asking me time and time again
And the answer's still the same

See the world
Find the Buddha's holy scrolls.
And when all's been said and done
It's the things that are given, not won
Are the things that you earned

You've got a chance to put things right
So how's it going to be?
Lay down your arms now
And put us beyond doubt
So reach out it's not too far away
Don't mess around now, don't delay

See the world
Find the Buddha's holy scrolls.
And when all's been said and done
It's the things that are given, not won
Are the things that you earned

Background changes for a long walk. Year 7s are 
monkeys singing and flowers. At the end of the 
song, the background is a river crossing. The 
Year 7s run off and leave them. 

XUAN ZANG
 

I'm bushed! We need to rest by this river. Here, 
horse, eat some grass.
 

MONKEY
 

I really don't think that's a good idea.
 

XUAN ZANG
 

Why? This place is peaceful enough, what could 
possibly happen?
 

A huge dragon jumps out of the river and eats 
the horse. Xuan Zang and Monkey stare at the 
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spot where the horse was in shock.
 

MONKEY
 

Did you see that?
 

XUAN ZANG
 

Horsie? Horsie, where are you?
 

MONKEY
 

Are you stupid? He was eaten by that river dragon!
 

XUAN ZANG
 

But... how am I going to get to India now? It's so 
far away. I can't possibly walk that far!
 

(breaks down crying)
 

MY FEET HURT!
 

MONKEY
 

Stop that now, you great baby!
 

XUAN ZANG
 

WAAAAAAaaaaAAAAH!
 

MONKEY
 

Stop it! I'll go and find the stupid horse! I'll 
make the dragon spit him out.
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(he whacks his staff across his palm)
 

LU TING
 

(VO or out of sight of the others)
 

Don't be so cross, Monkey.
 

MONKEY
 

What? Who is that?
 

LU TING
 

And don't weep, priest. We are divine spirits who've 
been sent to help you.
 

(Xuan Zang starts to bow and scrape)
 

MONKEY
 

Which spirits are you? I know all of you! Tell me 
who you are!
 

(he ticks them off on his fingers as 
they speak, making different faces 
for each one)
 

LU TING
 

I am Lu Ting. With me are Lu Chia, the Guardians of 
the Five Points, the Four Sentinels and the Eighteen 
Protectors of Monasteries. The Golden Headed 
Guardian is around here somewhere too.
 

MONKEY
 

Why are you all hanging around? 
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LU TING
 

Oh, we take it in turns to look after you. Plus, 
you're funny to watch, especially when Xuan Zang 
makes you clutch your head. That's hilarious!
 

MONKEY
 

Oh Ha Ha! Well, make yourselves useful and look 
after the master while I go and sort out that horse!
 

(he sets off, comes back)
 

Don't worry about me, master, as I fight the massive 
dragon.
 

XUAN ZANG
 

Oh, I'm not. I'm sure you'll be fine.
 

exit Xuan Zang.
 

MONKEY
 

(to the river, offstage)
 

Hey! Hey you! You useless fish down there! Give me 
back my horse!

There is a roar from offstage, blowing Monkey 
backwards.
 

DRAGON
 

Who's there? Who dares to make such a noise up there 
while I digest my lovely meal?
 

Enter the Dragon (ha ha)
 

MONKEY
 

Give me back my horse, you stupid dragon!
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Massive fight scene ensues. In the end, Monkey 
beats him but the dragon slides back into the 
water.
 

MONKEY
 

Oi! Stupid dragon! Come out and fight! I'm not done 
with you yet!
 

Nothing. Monkey goes back across the stage to 
where Xuan Zang has re-entered.
 

MONKEY
 

I beat that Dragon black and blue, but he is hiding 
at the bottom of the river where I can't reach him!
 

XUAN ZANG
 

Ha. You dealt with a tiger the other day. And you 
told me that you were good at dealing with dragons 
too! All you have to do is get one little horsie 
back. What's the problem?
 

MONKEY
 

I'll show you! Just you wait and see!
 

(over to the river)
 

I'm going to make the water so rough he will have to 
come out!
 

Enter The Dragon (part II)
 

DRAGON
 

What kind of a horrible monster are you? Will I 
never get rid of you?
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MONKEY
 

Just give me back my horse!
 

DRAGON
 

And how can I do that? It's already inside me, isn't 
it?
 

MONKEY
 

I'll beat you with this cudgel! Then you'll think of 
a way to give it back!
 

Another battle. This time Monkey almost has 
him, lifts his staff...
 

DRAGON
 

Don't kill me! Kuan Yin, spirit of all the Buddhas 
that have ever been, sent me here. She will not be 
happy!
 

Monkey pauses, allowing the dragon to escape. 
In a temper again, he storms back to Xuan Zang.
 

MONKEY
 

Kuan Yin sent the dragon. What was she thinking?
 

XUAN ZANG
 

The Goddess of Mercy! We need to tell her! But it 
will take too long to get to the Southern Ocean to 
where she lives!
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LU TING
 

(in a squeaky voice)
 

Never mind! I, the Golden Headed Guardian, will go 
to her and tell her!
 

MONKEY
 

You're the Golden Headed Guardian?
 

LU TING
 

Um, yes! Very much so. Wait. I'll be right back!
 

SFX: visual of the Golden Headed Guardian 
traveling to see Kuan Yin?
 

LU TING
 

Your Ladyship? Xuan Zang, the priest, has lost his 
horse in Eagle Grief River. It was swallowed up by a 
dragon.
 

KUAN YIN
 

Oh no! I sent that dragon to help Xuan Zang! What's 
he doing eating the man's horse? I better come and 
sort it out!
 

They travel back together.
 

KUAN YIN
 

Monkey, Xuan Zang. What has happened?
 

MONKEY
 

Kuan Yin! You are not much good at your job! You 
call yourself the teacher of the Buddhas and yet you 
put monsters like this in our path. You should be 

(MORE)
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MONKEY  (CONT'D)
helping us!
 

KUAN YIN
 

You ridiculous, red-bottomed monkey! I've take a lot 
of trouble to see Xuan Zang safely on his way and 
also to make you a bit more holy and serious, too. 
And this is the thanks I get!
 

MONKEY
 

Don't try and blame me! I would have been only too 
happy just to amuse myself when I finally got out of 
that mountain, but no, you would have me go on this 
dreadful journey. Well, what are you going to do 
now?
 

KUAN YIN
 

(laughing)
 

Oh Monkey! You need to be kept busy, or you'd be in 
trouble again almost immediately. As for the dragon, 
I sent him as a ride for your master. An ordinary 
horse would not make this journey.
 

MONKEY
 

Well, that's fine, but now he's eaten the horse and 
he won't come out of the river!
 

KUAN YIN
 

We'll see about that, shall we? Third Son of the 
Dragon King, come forth!
 

Enter The Dragon (just one more time). Dragon 
bows to Kuan Yin
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KUAN YIN
 

Didn't  you realise that Monkey is serving the 
Scripture Seeker on his journey?
 

DRAGON
 

(sulking)
 

No, I didn't. I was hungry and I ate his horse and 
then he fought me because of it. How was I supposed 
to know who he was ? He never said anything about 
scriptures!
 

MONKEY
 

You never asked me my name!
 

DRAGON
 

Oh yes I did! I asked what kind of horrible monster 
you were, but you didn't answer. You just complained 
about your horse! And then  you hit me. A lot.
 

KUAN YIN
 

Well, Monkey. You know what to do in future. Always 
tell people that you're on a pilgrimage to find the 
scriptures and then there won't be any more trouble. 
Well, maybe. Knowing you.
 

Kuan Yin does some magic and transforms the 
Dragon into a horse.
 

KUAN YIN
 

Now then, Behave yourself, stop eating what doesn't 
belong to you and I promise  you shall become and 
enlightened creature with a golden body!
 

the Horse bows before Kuan Yin. She turns to 
leave, but Monkey grabs her.
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MONKEY
 

That's fine for the dragon! But it's very difficult, 
you know, traveling to the West! There are dreadful 
mountains and cliffs, and who knows what other 
monsters we'll meet on the way! No, I'm sorry, but 
you've got to better than that!
 

(he gestures dismissively at the 
dragon/horse)
 

KUAN YIN
 

Well, Monkey. In the old days you used to be keen on 
the idea of enlightenment. But now, as soon as it 
gets a bit hard, you want to run back home again! I 
didn't think King Monkey, the Great Sage of Heaven 
was scared of anything!
 

MONKEY
 

Of course I'm not scared. Don't be ridiculous. Oi, 
Master! What are you waiting for? We have a journey 
to complete! Get on the horse, and let's get out of 
here!
 

Kuan Yin and Xuan Zang smile at each other. The 
music comes up and the scene ends with the 
singing of the refrain of 500 miles as the 
travelers exit.

Curtains down or whatever, enter NARRATOR
 

NARRATOR
 

And, indeed, there were plenty more adventures 
before Monkey and Xuan Zang finally found the 
precious scriptures and brought them safely back 
home again.
 
But let us now turn to another land and another 
tale.
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Scene 3 - Street Scene
 

DEAN
 

That was cool! Fighting dragons. And monkeys! 
Monkeys are awesome.
 

JAMES
 

See? How can your precious fairy tales compete 
against dragons?
 

DEAN
 

Yeah... but no one died!
 

DARCY
 

Except the horse.
 

DEAN
 

Except the horse. You have to kill off a character 
here and there to really MAKE a fairy tale.
 

BERNARD
 

OK, then. How about being eaten?
 

DEAN
 

Yeah, that's the stuff! But is it a fairy tale?
 

BERNARD
 

It has a tiger, talking trees and animals, 
everything! It even has a moral message. Sounds like 
a fairy tale to me. This story is from Korea. It's 
called The Rabbit and the Tiger. Narrator!
 

Fade to black, scene change.
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Scene 4 - Rabbit and Tiger
 

Stage black, with spot on Narrator.
 

NARRATOR
 

The villagers in this small mountain village decided 
to build traps to protect themselves against tigers. 
One day, a traveler came to the area:
 

Lights up on the jungle. Hole in the centre. 
Tiger in the hole. Man enters.
 

TIGER
 

Argh! Owowowowowowow!
 

MAN
 

Hello? Anyone down there?
 

TIGER
 

Owowowowo- huh? Yes! Yes, I'm down here! Come over 
here, you!
 

Man looks into hole, jumps when he sees it's a 
Tiger, especially I would guess, a talking one.
 

TIGER
 

Blergh! A human. Well, beggars can't be choosers. 
And at least you've got some meat on you.
 

MAN
 

What???
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TIGER
 

I said "Wow, look at the feet on you!" (pause) but 
then I realised that was a completely different 
story. Hey, could you get me out of this hole?
 

MAN
 

You know what? I don't think I will. It seems like a 
really stupid idea to help a tiger, especially one 
that's drooling.
 

TIGER
 

(wiping his mouth)
 

Oh come on. I swear on my mother's grave, I will 
never forget your kindness.
 

MAN
 

(pause)
 

Is your mother dead?
 

TIGER
 

Yes!
 

MAN
 

OK. I suppose your word is good.
 

Man grabs a tree or a vine or a ladder and 
helps the tiger out of the hole.
 

TIGER
 

Thank you! It feels good to be free. Wow, being down 
that hole was hard work. I'm famished! I'm glad 
there's a fine meal right here.
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(grabs the man)
 

Come here, lunch!
 

MAN
 

But you promised you wouldn't eat me!
 

TIGER
 

I promised I'd never forget your kindness. I swear 
to you, I'll feel really bad about eating you, but 
it just has to be done!
 

Ox wanders onto the stage.
 

MAN
 

Wait! I have high cholesterol! I'm sure I'm bad for 
you, no, don't! Wait!
 

TIGER
 

Do you think, if I eat your head first, it will be a 
quieter meal?
 

MAN
 

We need a second opinion. This all seems very 
unfair! Can we ask the ox over there whether he 
thinks you should eat me?
 

TIGER
 

I'm pretty sure I'm going to eat you anyway, so this 
could be considered playing with my food, but what 
the heck, give it a shot.
 

MAN
 

Hey! Hey Mr. Ox. Come over here a minute, would you?
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OX
 

Wha? What do you want?
 

MAN
 

I helped this tiger out of a hole because he 
promised he wouldn't eat me-
 

TIGER
 

Did not!
 

MAN
 

- and now he wants to eat me anyway. What do you 
think?
 

OX
 

You know what I think? I think I was woken up before 
sunrise this morning, and made to work like a slave 
all day... by men. What's more, when I can't work 
any more, men will butcher me, eat me and turn my 
skin into clothing! 
 

MAN
 

You, my fine friend, are not the impartial judge I 
was looking for!
 

OX
 

(chanting)
 

Eat him, eat him, eat him.
 

MAN
 

No! Wait! How about this tree? What have I ever done 
to a tree? Hey, tree, you're on my side right?
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TREE
 

Humans are idiots. They cut us down to make their 
homes. They set us on fire. When there isn't a 
toilet nearby, do you think they just hold on? Nope! 
They just Pee on the Tree. I say Eat him!
 

TREE AND OX
 

Eat him, eat him, eat him!

TIGER
 

The masses have spoken, my fine young snack. Get in 
ma belly!
 

MAN
 

No!
 

He tries to run away, runs around the tree a 
couple of times until the tree trips him over. 
The Tiger pounces on him. He sees the rabbit.
 

MAN
 

One last try!
 

Tiger pauses, or paw-ses if you wish. He sees 
the rabbit. Laughs.
 

TIGER
 

Oh, very well. Do your worst.
 

MAN
 

Rabbit! This tiger is going to eat me. After I saved 
him from a deep pit! Do you think that's right?
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RABBIT
 

Hmm. I can't just give you an answer like that. Take 
me to where this all happened.
 

They head over to the hole.
 

RABBIT
 

So you, Man, were standing up here. And you, Tiger, 
where were you?
 

TIGER
 

I was down the hole.
 

RABBIT
 

With that ladder? Surely you didn't need the man to 
help you climb out?
 

TIGER
 

No, you stupid bunny, the ladder wasn't there.
 

RABBIT
 

Ri-ight.
 

(takes the ladder out)
 

Nope. I still can't visualise it. What were you 
doing down the hole? It looks like you could just 
jump out of it?
 

TIGER
 

No! I was down the bottom...
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(Rabbit still looks confused, 
scratching his head)
 

Oh, for pity's sake, let me show you...
 

The Tiger jumps down into the pit.
 

TIGER
 

So I was shouting up at the man: "Let me out! I'm 
stuck..." in... this... oh dear..."
 

RABBIT
 

Yes, I can see it now. You really can't get out, can 
you? So, Man, can you see what a stupid idea it was?
 

MAN
Absolutely. Yes, a very stupid idea.
 

RABBIT
 

Then we should just leave him down there, shouldn't 
we. And next time, I'd suggest thinking a bit more 
carefully before you decide to let a starving tiger 
out of a pit.
 

Song:  In A Hole – All-Korean Animals
 
I’ll wake up every morning with a big smile on my face
And it never feels out of place.
And you’ll be in a hole, with dirt upon your face
I wonder how bad dirt tastes
 
Cos you’re big and dumb
You’re stuck in a hole, you’re stuck in a hole
You can kiss my bum
Cos you’re in a hole, now you’re in a hole
 
Now a Tiger’s big and hairy
With very mighty jaws
And shiny deadly claws
But now you’re not so scary!
I’ve never seen you fall so hard
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Do you know where you are?
 
And truth be told we’ll miss you
And truth be told I’m lying
 
Cos you’re big and dumb
You’re stuck in a hole, you’re stuck in a hole
You can kiss my bum
Cos you’re in a hole, cos you’re in a hole
 
If you find a man that’s worth a damn and treats you well
Then he’s a fool, you are as well, and you’re in a hole!
You’re in a hole.
 
Tomorrow you’ll be thinking to yourself
Yeah, where did it all go wrong?
But the list goes on and on.
 
Truth be told we’ll miss you.
And truth be told I’m lying
 
Cos you’re big and dumb
You’re stuck in a hole, you’re stuck in a hole
You can kiss my bum
Cos you’re in a hole, cos you’re in a hole
 
If you find a man that’s worth a damn and treats you well
Then he’s a fool, you are as well, and you’re in a hole!
You’re in a hole.
 
Now you’ll never see what you’ve done to me
You can roar all you want and it doesn’t scare me
And here’s all your lies, you can look me in the eyes
With the sad, sad look that you wear so well
 
Cos you’re big and dumb
You’re stuck in a hole, you’re stuck in a hole
You can kiss my bum
Cos you’re in a hole, cos you’re in a hole
 
If you find a man that’s worth a damn and treats you well
Then he’s a fool, you are as well, and you’re in a hole!
You’re in a hole.
 

Black out to the roar of the poor Tiger.
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ACT II
 

Scene 5 - Street Scene
 

Lights up. Street Scene.
 

VINDA
 

You know what? I'm going home.
 

JAMES
 

Hey, what... What's going on?
 

VINDA
 

I think I'm just "fairy taled" out.
 

PAOLO
 

But you haven't told us a fairy tale yet.
 

VINDA
 

I don't have time for fairy tales!
 

PAOLO
 

Well, what do you have time for?
 

VINDA
 

These stories aren't just fun and games, you know? 
Our stories are about history as well. We didn't 
hear a lot of stories with magic and dragons and all 
that.
 

LUCA
 

Way to sell a story mate.
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VINDA
 

Yeah, I'm off.
 

JAMES AND DEAN
 

No wait.
 

LUCA
 

I was just kidding. Tell us.
 

VINDA
 

All right. You have to remember that our stories 
also tell us who we are, and who we were. This story 
is from Cambodia. There's no magic. But there is a 
prince, so it sort of fits the bill. So... A long 
time ago
 

Scene 6 - King Jayavarman 
VII
 

The scene opens with a single spot on the 
narrator

NARRATOR:
 

The year is roughly 1136 and we find ourselves in 
Cambodia or as it was known then, the Angkor 
Kingdom. This is the story of King Jayavarman VII, 
the Buddhist King who expanded and strengthen the 
empire and brought peace to the land.
 

Center stage lights up King Suryavarman and a 
Brahmin are in discussion whilst a group of 
young warriors train.
 

BRAHMIN:
 

The preparations for the opening of the new temple 
is progressing well. The Gods will honor you greatly 

(MORE)
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BRAHMIN:  (CONT'D)
for your gesture
 

KING SURYAVARMAN II:
 

I want Angkor Watt to be the glory of our Kingdom 
and the envy of all others. Ensure the preparations 
for the opening continue to run smoothly, right now 
I must oversee the training of my future warriors.
 

The Brahmin exits as he does the young 
Jayavarman VII throws a blunt spear into the 
Brahmin on purpose causing the other young 
warriors to gather and laugh
 

BRAHMIN:
 

Why you little...
 

KING SURYAVARMAN II:
 

Brahmin! Know your place! The preparations are your 
only concern.
 

The King's comments bring brings much laughter 
from the young warriors. The Brahmin exits 
embarrassed. King Suryavarman gestures 
Jayavarman to him
 

Young Prince come here and sit with me. That was an 
extremely good throw, but why would you throw it at 
a holy man?
 

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

The older boys were arguing as to who should do it, 
but none would, so I showed them that a young prince 
could be stronger than them.
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KING SURYAVARMAN II:
 

(Laughing)
 

You could be a strong King one day, a king to make 
my enemies quiver.
 

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

King? Why did the other boys say the Brahmin is 
lower than them? Is he not a man like you?
 

KING SURYAVARMAN II:
 

You are a fearless boy to ask your King such a 
question. Now back to your training young one.
 

NARRATOR:
 

The young Prince found life in the Royal Palace 
hard. He was away from his family and found the 
other boys annoying. Until one day  he met a boy 
called Fishing Cat.
 

lights up on a young boy tidying and sweeping.
 

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

What are you doing?
 

FISHING CAT:
 

It is my job to clean the courtyard after the young 
warriors have trained.

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

Sounds boring...do you want to play?!
 

FISHING CAT:
 

I...I can't, I have to do my work.
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KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

Come on it will be fun...
 

King Jayavarman the boy continues to try and 
get Fishing Cat to play. He eventually succeeds 
and the boys end up play fighting. The Brahmin 
enters.
 

BRAHMIN:
 

Stop! Stop it at once you evil little Nia. Leave the 
young prince alone.
 

The boys stop immediately. Fishing Cat is 
scared and King Jayavarman angry.
 

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

Why do you call him such things? We were just 
playing.
 

BRAHMIN:
 

Prince, you must be very careful with who you choose 
to be your friend. This boy is a slave of the lowest 
category, a nia. Your association with him will 
displease the Gods. 

(To fishing cat)
 Be gone from here nia! 

(Fishing cat runs away distressed )

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

That was unfair and unjust. How dare you!
 

BRAHMIN:
 

I am only looking out for your future in heaven 
Prince.
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KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

From now on I will call myself, Prince Nia in honor 
of my friend.
 

BRAHMIN:
 

Prince I strongly suggest...
 

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS BOY):
 

Enough from you! You are ignorant and rude. Go back 
to your duties or I will inform the King of your 
lack of duty.
 

NARRATOR:
  

The Brahmin informed the King of the Princes 
association with Fishing Cat, the Nia. The King had 
Fishing Cat removed from the Royal Palace and sent 
him to the rice fields.

Exit actors. The following is acted with 
puppets.

NARRATOR
 And so the young prince went on to call himself 
prince nia out of respect for his lost friend. His 
fellow warriors laughed at him at first but grew to 
accept the title. The young princes stance against 
slavery caught the attention of princess 
jayarajadevi a committed buddhist. The pair began to 
court each other and when they were of age were 
married and soon after they had a son. By this stage 
prince jayavarman had grown strong and and proven 
himself to be a noble warrior. King suryavarman 
acknowledge these traits and had him lead an army in 
a battle against the chams (modern day north 
vietnam). The battle was a disaster and prince 
jayavarman was captured and became a slave on the 
rice fields. It was here for the first time that he 
experienced the hard life of a peasant, the lack of 
food and the ability to be warm and it made him 
appreciate his former life and his lost friend even 
more. One night after meditating under the stars he 
made his move when his guards were not looking and 

(MORE)
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NARRATOR (CONT'D)
escaped. For many nights he traveled through the 
forests and rice fields until he once again found 
his way home to angkor.

End of puppet show. Enter Jayarajadevi followed 
by Jayavarman.

NARRATOR
He was reunited with his bride, the princess 
Jayarajadevi, and their son. But all was not well in 
his homeland. 

JAYARAJADEVI:
 

My Prince you are home, you have been missed. There 
is much to tell and much time to make up. But first 
let us eat.
 

They sit and eat from bowls.

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS ADULT):
 

I must make plans to return to Angkor Wat and visit 
the King. Is he well?
 

( Silence
 )

My wife, what is it? Why have you gone pale?
 

JAYARAJADEVI: 
( Hesitant )

My Prince. Eat, take your fill and grow strong 
again. The world of politics can wait.
 

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS ADULT):
With the worry that now exists in my heart I fear I 
cannot eat. Please tell me of the King's welfare.
 

JAYARAJADEVI:
 

Well...King Suryavarman,  the Sun Shield Warrior 
is...is dead. He died in peace at an old age...
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KING JAYAVARMAN (AS ADULT):
 

My mentor is dead...my heart bleeds with 
sadness...so who is now King?
 

JAYARAJADEVI:
 

His son Indravarman ruled for some time until our 
land was invaded by the Chams, and now we are ruled 
by them. I am afraid not a lot exists of the Royal 
City as they burnt a lot of it down in the battle.
 

This next part is acted.

NARRATOR:
 

This news shocked the Prince greatly and played on 
his mind throughout the following months. Prince 
Jayavarman however did not forget the lessons he had 
learnt whilst in captivity and set to work 
transforming the lives of all who worked at his 
palace. As a sign of respect and humility the 
Prince, his wife, his son and his soldiers did not 
wear fine embroidered silk clothing, but cotton of 
plain colours, meditation was encouraged and the 
place was open to all once a week for a banquet. His 
servants and peasants from surrounding areas grew to 
love and revere their Prince, and became loyal 
followers of his way of life. Then some months after 
his return news came that the Cham King had been 
deposed and a usurper, Jaya Indravarman, now ruled. 
This news was delivered by the dead King's sons
 

SERVANT: 
 

Prince, there are men at the gates who wish to speak 
with you. They are wearing cloaks and I think they 
are Chams. Shall I tell them you are unavailable?

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS ADULT):
 

Allow them to enter, all are welcome to my house 
regardless of background.
 

2 or 3 Chams in cloaks enter and bow deeply to 
the Prince.
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KING JAYAVARMAN (AS ADULT):
My friends! What brings you to my humble home?
 

PRINCE SRI VIDYANANDA:
 

Prince Jayavarman, my name is Prince Sri Vidyananda. 
I have no right in being here or to ask what I wish 
to ask, as my father captured you into slavery. But 
my father is now dead, and I ask that you not see 
his sins as being mine. I am exiled from my homeland 
due to the threat on my life and I seek your 
protection. I come in good faith and mean to bring 
you no harm.
 

KING JAYAVARMAN (AS ADULT):
 

Prince you are most welcome to seek refuge here and 
I do not hold your fathers actions against you.
 

PRINCE SRI VIDYANANDA:
 

I am not worthy of your forgiveness.

Actors leave stage. More puppets!

NARRATOR:
 

A strong friendship was formed and soon Jayavarman 
decided to fulfill his destiny and take the throne 
that was rightfully his. He sent stories of a 
mischievous white rabbit throughout the land. The 
people of Angkor had become oppressed by the new 
Cham ruler and saw in this story a hope of a better 
life, and they knew Jayavarman was the white rabbit 
who would lead them to freedom. After a short time 
an enormous army had been formed and Jayavarman 
wasted no time in marching on the Royal City. The 
battle was fierce but short and Prince Jayavarman 
became the Universal King of Angkor.
 

End puppets. Enter Jayavarman.
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KING JAYAVARMAN (AS ADULT):
 

My people you have been through much. Your pain is 
my pain and your tears are my tears. Let us work 
together to rebuild the greatness of Angkor and make 
it the envy of the world. Let us rebuild the temple 
of Angkor Wat, let us build hospitals, rest houses 
and shrines to the Buddha. And let us build a 
magnificent walled city that will protect us from 
those jealous empires that wish to claim our 
peaceful life and let us call this city Angkor Thom. 
Let us not worry of the expense, but let us be happy 
and peaceful. I am the seventh King of the name 
Jayavarman and I do not intend to let you down.
 

Segue to Year 7 Dance - Price Tag (Jessie J)
 

Seems like everybody's got a price
I wonder how they sleep at night
When the sale comes first and the truth comes second
Just stop for a minute and smile

Why is everybody so serious?
Acting so damn mysterious
You got your shades on your eyes and your heels so high
That you can't even have a good time

Everybody look to their left
Everybody look to their right
Can you feel that? Yeah
We'll pay them with love tonight

It's not about the money, money, money
We don't need your money, money, money
We just wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

Ain't about the cha-ching, cha-ching
Ain't about the ba-bling, ba-bling
Wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

We need to take it back in time
When music made us all unite
And it wasn't low blows and video hoes
Am I the only one gettin' tired?

Why is everybody so obsessed?
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Money can't buy us happiness
Can we all slow down and enjoy right now
Guarantee we'll be feelin' alright

Everybody look to their left
Everybody look to their right
Can you feel that? Yeah
We'll pay them with love tonight

It's not about the money, money, money
We don't need your money, money, money
We just wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

Ain't about the cha-ching, cha-ching
Ain't about the ba-bling, ba-bling
Wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

Yeah, yeah, well, keep the price tag and take the cash 
back
Just give me six strings and a half stack
And you can keep the cars, leave me the garage
And all I, yes, all I need are keys and guitars

And guess what, in 30 seconds I'm leaving to Mars
Yes, we leaving across these undefeatable odds
It's like this man, you can't put a price on life
We do this for the love, so we fight and sacrifice every 
night

So we ain't gon' stumble and fall, never
Waiting to see, a sign of defeat, uh uh
So we gon' keep everyone moving their feet
So bring back the beat and then everybody sing, it's not 
about

It's not about the money, money, money
We don't need your money, money, money
We just wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

Ain't about the cha-ching, cha-ching
Ain't about the ba-bling, ba-bling
Wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

It's not about the money, money, money
We don't need your money, money, money
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We just wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

Ain't about the cha-ching, cha-ching
Ain't about the ba-bling, ba-bling
Wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag

Yeah, yeah
Oh, forget about the price tag

Exit everyone. Lights out.

Scene 7 - Street Scene
 

Lights up on our storytellers.
 

DION AND LUCA
 

(singing)
 

Wanna make the world dance, we don't need no price 
tag!
 

LUCA
 

The music back then really kicked ass didn't it!
 

VINDA
 

What music?
 

LUCA
 

Never mind. So what's next?
 

DEAN
 

Ooh, me! Me! Come on, I've got hundreds of them!
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SHAUN
 

No wait, I need to go first. There's a lot of set up 
involved in this one.
 

DEAN
 

You need set up to tell a story?
 

SHAUN
 

To tell this one, we do. The Ramayana is an epic 
story, and never as epic as when it's done with 
puppets. They can go for days!
 

DEAN
 

Then can I PLEASE go first?
 

SHAUN
 

I'm not going to do the whole thing. Just a taste, 
something to get you into it. I present to you, the 
RAMAYANA!
 

Lights out, music starts, scene changes.
 

Scene 8 - Ramayana
 

NARRATOR
 

In Indonesia, the story of Ramayana is performed by 
master puppeteers and musicians. The Ramayana is the 
story of Rama, or Ram - the human incarnation of the 
Hindu god Vishnu. It tells the story of his meeting 
his wife, Sita, and the battle between Rama and the 
demon Ravan.
 
Performances in Indonesia tell the entire epic story 
and are narrated in High Javanese. The performance 
lasts for twenty-four hours. 
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Now, I failed Year 7 High Javanese, and we don't 
really have twenty-four hours to spare, so tonight I 
am going to present to you, in almost traditional 
Indonesian shadow theatre, the story of how the 
Monkey Lord Hanuman-
 

DEAN
 

Yay! More monkeys!
 

NARRATOR
 

-How the Monkey Lord Hanuman found the kidnapped 
Sita.
 
Our puppet master will unpack the puppets and 
introduce us to the characters. The first puppet to 
be unpacked is the gunugan, or mountain. This 
represents changes of scene and changes in the 
weather and some mystical events.
 
First, some background: Rama and his lovely wife 
lived far away from everyone, with Rama's brother 
Laxman. After Rama and Laxman fought with Ravan's 
demon sister Surpanakha, the demon king decided to 
capture Sita. And this is how he did it:
 
Sita saw a beautiful deer outside their hut one 
morning. She asked Rama to capture it for her, so 
that she could have it as a pet. The deer led Rama 
deep into the forest. When he didn't return, Sita 
begged Laxman to go after him. Laxman made her 
promise that he wouldn't leave the safety of the 
house, around which he created a magic circle. He 
then went in search of his brother.
 
Ravana came to Sita, disguised as a beggar and 
tricked her into leaving the circle. He grabbed her, 
bundled Sita into his flying chariot and sped off to 
Lanka, where he ruled. Sita was his prisoner.
 
And now to our story:
 
The princes needed help to find Sita and ensure her 
safe return. Help came in the form of the Monkey 
People, led by Sugriva. Wave, you lot!
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Rama set the monkeys, known as vanaras, the task of 
finding Sita. They could climb to great heights and 
travel long distances, so were perfect searchers. 
Rama was sure that his friend Hanuman - a lord of 
the vanaras - would be the one to find Sita.
 
And - spoiler alert - he did! A bird, flying high in 
the sky, saw Sita in Lanka, sitting and crying. The 
bird told Hanuman.
 
Hanuman promised he would go and get Sita. But Lanka 
was an island - Hanuman would need to cross many 
miles of water to reach the island.
 
Hanuman would just have to jump. No, seriously! He 
stood firmly, took a deep breath and grew to an 
enormous size! With a mighty roar, the monkey lord 
leapt across the ocean. He flew high in the air and 
landed lightly on the beach of Lanka's shore.
 
He crept to where Sita was held captive and told her 
he was there to take her back to Rama, but she 
wouldn't leave, because it would shame Rama if he 
didn't rescue her himself.
 
Before Hanuman returned to Rama, he thought he'd 
have some fun. He destroyed a number of buildings in 
Lanka before he was captured and brought to Ravana. 
Ravana was furious and wanted to kill Hanuman, but 
one of his aides told him it was against the rules 
of warfare to kill a messenger. So, to shame the 
monkey lord, Ravana decided to set fire to Hanuman's 
tail. Hanuman escaped with his tail still on fire 
and set fire to most of Lanka before jumping back to 
let Rama know where Sita was.
 
And that led to the beginning of the first great 
battle between Rama and the monkeys and Ravana and 
his demon army.
 
But that is a tale for another day.
 

Scene 9 - Street Scene
 

West Side Story set. The boys are a lot more 
relaxed. Dean steps to the fore.
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DEAN
 

That was actually pretty impressive. I feel like I 
learned something. And the way you did all those 
shadow puppets using your fingers and that torch... 
impressive! But you still need a bit of education. 
There's no way you should get through life not 
knowing about Little Red Riding Hood. Let me tell 
you the story...
 

Scene change to Little Red Riding Hood. Dean is 
Little Red, hood and all. Narrator comes on to 
introduce the scene.
 

Scene 10 - Little Red...
 

NARRATOR
 

Once upon a time, there was a pretty young girl...
 

DEAN
 

Hey!
 

NARRATOR
 

Be quiet little girl! There was a pretty young girl 
who was known as Little Red Riding Hood. Wave, Red.
 

Dean waves reluctantly.
 

NARRATOR
 

One fine day, Red was skipping through the forest.
 

LITTLE RED
 

You have GOT to be kidding me... Oh, all right. La 
la la, look at the pretty flowers, look at the 
pretty birds...
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A Wolf comes onto the stage.
 

LITTLE RED
 

Look at the pretty w-w-w-wolf!
 

WOLF
 

Hey there. What's a cute girl like you, doing in a 
scary forest like this?
 

LITTLE RED
 

I'm taking these treats to my grandmother. She lives 
on the other side of the forest, and she's feeling 
sick. These should make her feel better.
 

WOLF
Is that old Nanna Hood's place? I know it. Tell you 
what, come with me. I know a shortcut.
 

LITTLE RED
 

Ha! I've been told  what happens to girls who go off 
with strangers! No way, Jose!
 

WOLF
 

Very well. We can't have you talking to strangers, 
can we?
 

Intro to Sympathy for the Wolf
 

Please allow me to introduce myself
I’m a wolf of wealth and taste
I’ve been around for a long, long year
Stole many a man’s soul and faith
And I was round when one young boy
Told a lie and gained his fame
Made damn sure I taught him
That the wolf is not to blame!
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Pleased to meet you
Hope you guess my name
But what's puzzling you
Is the nature of my game
 
I came across three little pigs
When they saw it was a time for a change
Ate two bacon sandwiches
While the third one screamed in vain
I huffed and puffed
Got a little rough
Blew their houses down
Then I was stuffed
 
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guess my name, oh yeah
Ah, what's puzzling you
Is the nature of my game, oh yeah
 
I’ll watch with glee
While the wolf Fenrir
Fights Thor and Odin
And the gods they lead
At Ragnarok,
At the end of time,
When Odin dies
It’ll be me he sees!
 
Let me please introduce myself
I’m a wolf of wealth and taste
And I pushed Humpty Dumpty
Saw the look of fear run across his face!
 
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guessed my name, oh yeah
But what's puzzling you
Is the nature of my game, oh yeah, get down, baby
 
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guessed my name, oh yeah
But what's confusing you
Is just the nature of my game
Just as every bear has a Goldilocks
And Witches have Snow White
As heads is tails
Just call me Big Bad Wolf
Cause I’m in need of a bite
So if you meet me
Have some courtesy
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Have some sympathy, and some taste
Use all your well-learned politesse
Or I'll lay your soul to waste, um yeah
Pleased to meet you
Hope you guessed my name, um yeah
But what's puzzling you
Is the nature of my game, um mean it, get down
Woo, who
Oh yeah, get on down
Oh yeah
Oh yeah!
Tell me baby, what's my name
Tell me honey, can ya guess my name
Tell me baby, what's my name
I tell you one time, you're to blame
Ooo, who
Ooo, who
Ooo, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Oh, yeah
What's me name
Tell me, baby, what's my name
Tell me, sweetie, what's my name
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Ooo, who, who
Oh, yeah


 Exit Year 7s.

 WOLF
 

So that's me. And you, are you just called Little 
Red Riding Hood? Which came first, the name or the 
cloak? 
 

LITTLE RED
 

Oh, no. My name is actually Robin, but that's just 
stupid. Robin Hood?
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LUCA
(from offstage )

It's NOT a fairy tale!

WOLF
 

Indeed. Could I at least have some of your delicious 
treats? I'm starving. I haven't had anything to eat 
since a couple of stupid pigs about a week ago.
 

LITTLE RED
 

Sorry, Mr. Wolf. These are all for Granny. And I 
better get going. It'll be dark by the time I get 
there!
 

WOLF
 

Sure you don't want to come with me? I'll get you 
there in half the time!
 

LITTLE RED
 

Ummm, no. Thanks. Seeya! La la la. Oh how I wish 
Granny wasn't a vegan coeliac. This stuff looks 
disgusting. La la la.

Exit Dean
 

WOLF
 

And now I take a short cut and go pay a visit to 
Granny. I'm so hungry!
 

Exit Wolf. Enter Narrator. lights down for 
scene change to bedroom interior.
 

NARRATOR
 

True to his word, the Big Bad Wolf got to Granny 
Hood's place in plenty of time for a granny-sized 
snack...

Granny runs across the stage chased by the 
Wolf.
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NARRATOR 
 ...and to indulge in a bit of cross dressing.

Enter JAMES and DAN
 

JAMES
 

I know this story! He's getting it all wrong. This 
Riding Hood person didn't go to her Granny. The 
tiger came to her. And her sisters.
 

DAN
 

Let's show 'em how it's done.
 

The boys set up a bed on the other side of the 
stage. Lights come up on two beds. One room 
with two "girls" (James as Shang and Dan as 
Pao), the other with a Wolf in bed. Enter 
Little Red and a Tiger.
 

LITTLE RED
 

(giving the tiger a confused look)
 

Umm, oh kay. Granny, I have come with your treats!
 

TIGER
 

Children, it is I, your Mother, come home from my 
long walk!
 

WOLF
 

(covering up in the blankets)
 

Right. Come in, child.
 

Little Red comes into the house and busies 
himself putting down the basket and rearranging 
his hood.
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PAO
 

You don't sound like Mother. You sound a bit growly.
 

TIGER
 

Did I say mother? Sorry, I meant your mother's 
mother. I live a long way away, I am tired and I 
wish to stay with you tonight.
 

(girls go into a huddle to discuss)
 

WOLF
 

I'm sorry child, I'm feeling poorly. Come closer 
that I might see you.
 

LITTLE RED
 

You don't sound much like Granny.
 

WOLF
 

And you don't sound much like a 12 year old girl, 
but I'm not complaining! Anyway, I have a cold.
 

LITTLE RED
 

Fair enough.
 

SHANG
 

Please, we aren't allowed to let strangers into the 
house. Could you prove that you are our Grandmother? 
Place your hand through the window.
 

(Tiger thinks, then pulls some flour 
out of a bag and whitens her hand)
 

WOLF
 

Give your granny a kiss.
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LITTLE RED
 

urg!
(Tiger places hand through the 
window)
 

SHANG
 

(touching the paw)
 

Your hands are very rough, and quite spiky.
 

TIGER
 

Impertinent child! I work in the fields all day. Of 
course they are rough. Today I pierced my hands with 
thorns. They really hurt!
 

PAO
 

I am sorry, Grandmother, I will let you in!
 

Girl 1 tries to stop her, but Girl 2 lets the 
Tiger in. The Tiger has a Granny face on. The 
Tiger blows out the candle Girl 1 is holding. 
Light is night time light. Everyone acts blind.
 

LITTLE RED
 

Whoa, Granny, what big eyes you have!
 

WOLF
 

All the better to see you with, my dear!
 

TIGER
 

It is time for bed, girls. Shang, I shall come to 
tuck you in shortly. Pao, come with me.
 

Tiger and Pao exit.
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LITTLE RED
 

Holy Moley, Granny, what big ears you have!
 

WOLF
 

All the better to hear you with, you rude little 
brat!
 

Tiger walks back on, chewing on an arm of 
child.
 

TIGER
 

I'll sleep in here with you, Shang. There is no room 
anywhere else.
 

LITTLE RED
 

Let me just unwrap these gluten free muffins, Gran.
 

SHANG
 

What are you eating, Grandmother. I'm hungry as 
well.
 

TIGER
 

Sorry. Children shouldn't eat at night time.
 

SHANG
 

But mother lets us!
 

TIGER
 

Very well. Here.
 

Shang takes a bite and then realises what it is 
she is eating.
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LITTLE RED
 

Granny, what big teeth you have!
 

SHANG
 

Grandmother, I really need to go to the toilet!
 

TIGER
Just go in the bed, it's OK.
 

SHANG
 

Are you kidding? I'll be right back.
 

WOLF
 

All the better to EAT you with, my dear!
 

Wolf springs out of bed and Little Red squeals 
like a girl. The Tiger realises Shang is 
getting away and gives chase. Little Red and 
Shang both run out of the house towards each 
other. The Tiger catches Shang. The Wolf 
catches Little Red.
 

SHANG AND LITTLE RED
 

WAIT!!
 

WOLF
 

What?
 

LITTLE RED
 

As I remember it, Red Riding Hood escapes, comes out 
into the forest, and a woodcutter, hearing my girly 
screams, comes and cuts the wolf open, Granny pops 
out and we all live happily ever after.
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A woodcutter runs onto the stage, holding a 
vicious looking axe and poses heroically.
 

WOLF
 

And as I remember it, and remember that I've just 
been tricked by some vicious pigs, the wolf eats 
Little Red and teaches young girls everywhere that 
you NEVER trust the wolf.
 

LITTLE RED AND WOLF
 

Judgment call!
 

NARRATOR
 

Both are valid story endings, but I can't see how 
Red's version teaches us anything but that a girl 
needs a man to solve her problems. I rule, Red 
Riding Hood gets eaten!
 

LITTLE RED
 

Nooooooooo!
 

Somehow, the Wolf eats Red Riding Hood. Maybe a 
huge cloth CENSORED sign with everyone looking 
behind it making wincing faces.
 

SHANG
 

I don't remember any version of the story where the 
Tiger gets to eat me! Either I trick her up a tree 
and drop her on her head, or I pour boiling oil down 
her throat, or I escape and a passing woodcutter 
cuts the Tiger's head off.
 

WOODCUTTER
 

Well, I'm here already.
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(Narrator nods)
 

TIGER
 

Nooooooooooo!
 

Somehow, the Woodcutter cuts the tiger's head 
off. Same sign, bring up a tiger's head.
 

WOLF AND SHANG
 

And they all-
 

SHANG
 

-Well, all of them that survived...
 

WOLF AND SHANG
 

Lived Happily Ever After!
 

Scene 11: Back on the 
street.
 


 Lights come up on street scene.
 

JAMES
 

Ha! That was intense!
 

LUCA
 

And creepy!
 

DEAN
 

What?
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LUCA
 

Creepy! It's like, aliens traveled the world and 
told all of the people the same stories.
 

HARRISON
 

OR... It could have just been people. Telling 
stories. Aliens? You idiot.
 

JAMES
 

I hope you don't mind us jumping in there at the 
end? It was just too good an opportunity.
 

DEAN
 

Hey, no problems. It just means that Red Riding Hood 
is such a good story that they even tell it in 
China. That would make my story the winner, don't ya 
think?
 

General hubbub.
 

SHAUN
 

What's more likely is that when you lot came to 
China to get tea and spices and silk and stuff, your 
explorers heard the story, stole it (because it is 
just so good) and then changed it.
 

More hubbub.
 

JAMES
 

Wait! Who cares who told the story first? Maybe it 
was aliens. The point is, we've just spent the 
afternoon telling stories to each other.
 



60.

JARROD
 

And they were good stories! All of them!
 

DAN
 

You know, I haven't even thought about Call of 
Duty... until now, of course.
 

DANIEL
 

It's weird. Stories are like computer games... but 
without computers!
 

DION
 

AND you don't have to read! Whoever invented stories 
was a genius!
 

DEAN
 

(to James)
 

So, Little Red, should we all go and get some KFC?
 

JAMES
 

Sounds like a plan. You all in?
 

General agreement.
 

SHOPKEEPER
 

(VO)
 

Will you kids stop loitering outside my shop! Go and 
do something productive!
 

JEREMY
 

Run! It's the big bad wolf!
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Everyone runs off the stage. Lights down. Spot 
on Narrator.
 

NARRATOR
 

And so, to end this magical, somewhat implausible 
tale, I could say:
 
An' the wheel bend, an' the story do end!
 
Or I could say:
 
And they ate and drank, and were merry and of good 
cheer, and if they have not stopped, they are merry 
and of good cheer to this very day!
 
Or maybe, as the Navajo say:
 
We shall exist as long as our stories are moist with 
our breath.
 
Or, as so many of us know, and as so many stories 
have ended before it:
 
And they all lived happily ever after.
 

Roll credits
 


